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To th AUTHOR of the LOUNGER. | 


He funt invidie, mmirum, Regule, mores, 
Praferat antiquos femper ut illa novis. 


MARTIAL, 
SIR, 


HERE are a fet of cynical old men, who are perpetually din- 
ning our ears with the praifes of times paft, who are fond of 
drawing comparifons between the ancients and moderns, much to 
the difparagement of the latter, and who take a mifanthropical de 
light in reprefenting mankind as degenerating from age to age, both 
in mental and corporeal endowments. With thefe people, all {cience 
is held to be upon the decline; arts are retrograde; the greater 
virtues abfolutely annihilated; and morality itfelf tending faft to 
utter extin@tion. Even the human figure is dwindling away in fta- 
ture, and diminifhing in ftrength; the climates are altered, the fea- 
fons become yearly more inclement ; the earth is lofing its fertility, 
and the fun its heat. Now, Sir, although I am difpofed to admit 
that there is fome foundation for thefe complaints in a very few par- 
ticulars, and will, for inftance, readily allow, that the mufic of the 
moderns is not quite fo powerful in its effeéts as that of Orpheus; 
that Auguffus King of Poland, though he could bend a horfe-fhoe, 
could not have pitched a bar with Hercules; that fwans have loft the 
faculty of finging; and that, even in the period of my own remem- 
brance, there is a great decay in the art of making plumbcakes and 
penny-pyes: yet I think it might be eafily proved, that in other re- 
fpects the picture is a very falfe one; and I am thoroughly convin- 
ced, that upon an impartial eftimate of the merits of the ancient 
and modern world, the fcale of the latter would very greatly prepon- 
derate. 

I do not intend at prefent to enter into a complete difcuffion of 
this important fubject, but fhall content myfelf with advancing a 
very few arguments in refutation of the opinion of thofe old grum- 
blers I have mentioned: And I think it will be no difficult matter 
to fhow, that the fault lies entirely in their own fplenetic and peevith 
humours; and that the world, fo far from growing worfe, is in 
reality much better aow than in ancient times. You will excufe 
my neglect of methodical arrangement; for as this is a picture con- 
fifting of many detached groups, it does not fignify at which end we 
begin. | 

I have been often much amazed at hearing it ferioufly maintained, 
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that mankind are more vicious and abandoned in modern times, 
than they were in the days of antiquity. The moderns, no doubt, 
have made many notable difcoveries i the arts and fciences; but I 
do not find that murder, robbery, perjury, adultery, &c. are among 
the number, It is true, that as there is a fafhion in all human af- 
fairs, which alters with the times, its influence may be obferved in 
crimes, as well as in every thing elfe: but here the advantage, I will 
be bold to fay, lies entirely on the fide of the moderns, Long ago, 
in committing crimes, they had a barbarous and brutal method of 
going direétly to the point. If a man had an ill will at his neigh- 
bour, he knocked him on the head the firft time he met him, or 
perhaps fet fire to his houfe, and made a holocauff of him, his wife, 
and children, But now the mode is altered much for the better. 
We fee none of thofe wild beafts in fociety. An enemy now wears 
the countenance of a friend: he fhews you all the politenefS in the 
world to your face, and only ruins your reputation behind your 
back: he lends you money, if you are much in need of it, and 
only throws you into jail when you are ftarving out of it; he would 
be the laft man in the world to revenge himfelf on you by fhooging 
or ftabbing; but if through his means you grow fo tired of life as 
to cut your own throat, to be fure it is no fault of his. 

In cafe, however, it fhould be neceffary for him to be your exe- 
cutioner, which often happens where the injury is of a very atro- 
cious nature; fuch as, if you fhould by chance joftle a gentleman 
in the itreet, fpit by accident on his fhoe, or difturb him in a pri- 
vate converfation with your wife, he gives you warning in the po- 
Titeft manner of his intentions; fays, he believes you to be in every 
refpect a man of honour; and only requefts you, by a civil card, to 
come and be fhot through the head. . 

The ancients, it muft be owned, were remarkably inferior to the 
moderns, both in good tafte and in good manners, That refine- 
ment of tafte which manifefts itfelf by a polite contempt of all 
home productions, and a generous admiration of every thing that is 
foreign, feems indeed to be a qualification peculiar to the moderns. 
A well-educated Britifh gentleman, it may be truly faid, is of no 
country whatever. He unites in himfelf the characteriftics of all 
different nations: he talks and dreffes French, and fings Italian: 
he rivals the Spaniard in indolence, and the German in drinking : 
his houfe is Grecian, his offices. Gothic, and his furniture Chine/e, 
He preferves the fame impartiality in his religion; and, finding no 
folid reafons for preferring Confucius to Brama, or Mahometanifin to 
Chriftianity, he has for all their doctrines an equal indulgence. 

But how different from this the character of the Greeks and Ro- 
mans! Servilely attached to their own manners and cuftoms, they 
treated foreigners with contempt. . What, in effect, could be ex- 
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pected of them, who were fuch barbarians themfelves, as to ftigmatife 
all other nations by that opprobrious epithet? 

There is no virtue for which the ancients have got greater credit 
than for their patriotifm; yet on examination it will appear, that 
their merits in this article have been very much exaggerated. It is 
true, that we find among them fome {ftriking inftances of this vir- 
tue in individuals; but it never was diffufed, as with us, among the 
great body of the people. The porters and hackney-coachmen at 
Rome and Athens were deplorably ignorant of the affairs of ftate. 
There were no clubs in thofe capitals for Con/litutional Reformation. 
Carpenters and bricklayers reformed the boroughs only by the axe 
and hammer; fhoemakers and tailors were dextrous enough at the 
awl and the needle, but could not mend the government. 

Perhaps even the patriotifm of individuals among the ancients has 
got more than its due fhare of praife; and upon a fair eftimate it 
might be found, that the moderns could produce equal, if not fu- 
perior examples of the fame heroic virtue. What is there, for in- 
ftance, fo remarkable in the boafted example of Themiffocles and 
Ariftides? They were bitter enemies, but forgot their quarrels when 
their country was in danger, and joined their interefts to prevent 
its falling a prey to the Perfians: So our modern ftatefmen, who the 
one day declare the moft rooted abhorrence and deteftation of each 
other, both in their public and private characters, the next day 
fhake hands for the good of their country, agree in every meafure, 
and profefs for each other the moft fincere efteem and veneration, 
Decius, it is true, devoted himfelf for his country, and, by facri- 
ficing his own life, won a great victory over the enemies of Rome: 
But our commanders go much farther; for they devote whole ar- 
mies, from a pure fpirit of patriotifm., In fhort, it may be confi- 
dently afferted, that all thofe bright examples we read of in ancient 
ftory, may find their parallels in a modern news- paper. 

And now, Sir, that I have mentioned a news-paper, allow me to 
obferve, that thofe brief chronicles of the times afford every day 
numberlefs proofs of the fuperiority of the moderns to the ancients, 
in many of the moft ufeful arts and fciences, In that moft noble 
of all arts, the art of healing, fo great is the perfection to which 
the moderns have attained, that one of your predeceflors has very 
juftly expreffed his aftonifhment at reading in the bills of mortality 
the great number of people who chufe to die of fuch and fuch dif- 
tempers, for every one 6f which there are infallible and fpecific 
cures, To be fure, there is no helping the folly of fome people, who 
will perfift in refufing a cure till they are in a manner imarticulo mor- 
tis, (in the laftagony); but it is to be hoped we fhall hear no more of 
fuch determined fuicide, when we read, that fome of thofe modern 
Efculapiufes chufe only fuch patients as are precifely in the fituation 
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of incurables, to be the fubjects of their practice. One of thofe excel- 
lent phyficians profefles, in his advertifements, that he wifhes none 
(his words are ftrongly exclufive) to apply to him, but fuch as 
have been deemed incurable, or made fuch by the faculty ; thereby 
encouraging the difeafed of all kinds firft to take every poflible 
means to render themfelves incurable, that they may thus be qua- 
lified for being perfectly cured by him. 

Somewhat analogous to the fcience of medicine, is the art of re- 
pairing the human figure. And here, Sir, the pre-eminence of the 
moderns is equally diftinguifhed. In this moft ufeful art, the {kill 
of the ancients went no farther than to give a little exterior 
embellifhment to the countenance. They knew nothing of that 
creative power which extends to the making of limbs and or- 
gans as well as features, The parchment-calves, the cork-rump, 
and bolfter’d {pring-boddice; ‘the making of glafs-eyes, and the 
tranfplantation of teeth, are all inventions abfolutely modern. 
And fince we know for certain, that mechanifm is now fo per- 
fected, that a wooden man can be made to perform a folo on the 
violin, play a game at chefs, walk, and even utter articulate 
founds ; I fee no reafon to doubt, that in procefs of time we may 


have artificial men currently walking the ftreets, performing all - 


the functions of life, and difcharging their duty in fociety juft as 
well, and more peaceably than the real ones. When the art of 
making automatons has attained to this perfection, which we may 
reafonably hope will happen in a very few years, we may congratu- 
late ourfelves on the very great political benefits which muft arife 
from this admirable invention. As there is no doubt that the me- 
rits of this clafs of men will intitle them to the higheft promotions, 
it is then we may expect every department of the ftate to be fupplied 
by a fet of upright and inflexible magiftrates: the great machine 
of government will be moft ably conducted: judges will adminifter 
juftice with the moft rigid impartiality ; and (what is the great de- 
fideratum of the prefent age) a wooden king may fit at the helm of 
affairs, who will fupport the dignity of the crown with no expence 
to the nation, and relieve them at the fame time of all their anxious 
fears about the extenfion of his prerogative. 

I could eafily, Sir, draw out this eftimate toa much greater length; 
but believing I have already faid enough to produce a thorough con- 
viction of the truth of my propofition, I fubfcribe myfelf, with 
great refpect, yours, ° 
PAUL PASQUIN. 


EDINBURG H: 
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